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RACING AND WAGERING LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2009 

Introduction and First Reading 
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr T.K. Waldron (Minister for Racing and Gaming), and read a first time. 

Explanatory memorandum presented by the minister. 

Second Reading 
MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Racing and Gaming) [1.21 pm]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 

The Racing and Wagering Legislation Amendment Bill 2009 together with the Racing Bets Levy Bill 2009 and 
the Bookmakers Betting Levy Amendment Bill 2009, establish a legislative framework to require both domestic 
and offshore betting operators who publish or use Western Australian race fields to pay the racing bets levy to 
the Gaming and Wagering Commission of Western Australia. All levies received by the Gaming and Wagering 
Commission from betting operators will be paid into a trust account for distribution to the Western Australian 
racing industry. Domestic betting operators authorised in an Australian jurisdiction to engage in or conduct the 
business of betting on races or sporting events will be authorised to publish or use Western Australian race 
fields, subject to — 

(1) the payment of the racing bets levy to the Gaming and Wagering Commission; and 

(2) compliance with information requirements concerning the integrity and reputation of the 
racing industry. 

This means that Racing and Wagering Western Australia and local bookmakers will have to pay the racing bets 
levy and comply with the information requirements. Offshore betting operators will, however, be required to 
apply for authorisation from the Gaming and Wagering Commission and will also be required to pay the racing 
bets levy and comply with the information requirements.  

The payment of the levy will be based on a betting operator’s turnover or gross revenue. Turnover will include 
all bets received on races conducted in Western Australia, including bet backs received from another bookmaker. 
However, with respect to betting exchange operations, turnover will include racing bets made on the backer’s 
side of a wagering transaction. 

Gross revenue, on the other hand, is the income derived from betting on races conducted in Western Australia 
whether placed with or through the betting operator, less the amounts payable in respect of winning bets, with 
any other costs incurred by the betting operator not being deductible. The derived income, however, includes any 
commissions or fees charged in relation to the bets or winnings, and unclaimed dividends will also form part of 
the betting operator’s gross revenue. 

Regulation-making powers contained in this bill and the Racing Bets Levy Bill 2009 will allow regulations, once 
promulgated, to prescribe the method for calculating the racing bets levy and the manner in which betting 
operators will pay the levy to the Gaming and Wagering Commission. 

Western Australian based betting operators commenced paying product fees, or levies, to other jurisdictions on 1 
September 2008. Accordingly, so that the Western Australian racing industry is not disadvantaged, the bill 
authorises the retrospective application of the racing bets levy to 1 September 2008. Therefore, betting operators 
across Australia and overseas using the Western Australian racing product since that date will have to pay the 
appropriate levy.  

On 5 November 2008 I announced this government’s intention to introduce legislation for the payment of the 
levy and that the levy would apply retrospectively from 1 September 2008. Following this announcement, the 
Director General of the Department of Racing, Gaming and Liquor also wrote to a number of domestic and 
offshore betting operators advising them of the government’s intention in this regard.  

Members should note that as a consequence of introducing the payment of the racing bets levy, the Bookmakers 
Betting Levy Amendment Bill 2009 abolishes the two per cent on turnover betting levy currently payable by 
local bookmakers on horse and greyhound racing. However, as a consequence of the retrospective application of 
the racing bets levy from 1 September 2008, local bookmakers who have already paid the two per cent betting 
levy on racing events to Western Australian race clubs will have the amount paid credited towards any amount 
that is payable under the Racing Bets Levy Act. 

Members should also note that in view of betting operators in other jurisdictions having to pay the racing bets 
levy, the bill removes the advertising restrictions contained in the Gaming and Wagering Commission Act 1987, 
and allows interstate operators to advertise in Western Australia provided they comply with prescribed consumer 
protection principles. 
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In presenting this bill to the Parliament, the opportunity has also been taken to make some minor technical 
amendments to the Racing and Wagering Western Australia Act 2003 and the Betting Control Act 1954. 

This bill clearly demonstrates this government’s commitment to the Western Australian racing industry having a 
vibrant future. The introduction of the racing bets levy, so that betting operators contribute to the racing product 
that their operations rely upon, is critical to maintaining the long-term viability of this state’s racing industry. 

I commend the bill to the house. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr M.P. Murray.  
 


